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A Note From Jason (Jay) Williams and Rising Stars

Dear Friends,
     I am proud to present Rising Stars PRIORITIES, the 
first issue of our new quarterly newsletter.  PRIORITIES 
has been created to keep our members and sponsors updated 
and informed of our many accomplishments, current and 
upcoming events, and what we hope to achieve as we move 
forward.  Most importantly, we want to keep you abreast of 
how your donations help the foundation achieve its goals. 
Mr. Paul Savramis opened the doors to Rising Stars 25 years 
ago in an earnest attempt to engage youth in sports and keep 
them off the streets. He specifically used basketball as the ve-
hicle to help youth develop self-esteem, leadership, citizen-
ship, and a sense of community. Rising Stars is a non-profit 
501, (c) (3) youth foundation whose mission is to provide 
its participants with an environment that promotes support 
for academic achievement, handling peer pressure through 
mentoring and positive role models, outreach programs, 
and basketball skills training.  I walked through Rising Stars’ 
doors as a youngster, and I believe that this foundation helped 
me grow and mature. To this end, I believe that Rising Stars 
must prevail.  Your donations help us to provide youth an op-
portunity to participate in Rising Stars programs by offset-
ting the cost of facility rentals, uniforms, equipment, tour-
nament and tutoring fees, tuition cost for secondary and post 
secondary private institutions to worthy students, and pay 

our professional staff including coaches and mentors. Rising 
Stars focuses on the development of a child as a whole. We 
use academics and basketball to help youth develop life skills 
to ensure that they become productive citizens and make a 
contribution to our society. Parental support and input is 
not only welcomed 
and encouraged, 
but necessary for 
each child’s success.
However, in light 
of the state of our 
e c o n o my, R i s i n g 
Stars is find-
ing it difficult to 
maintain our high standards due to the inability of some 
of our sponsors to provide the financial assistance they 
have in the past.  I am asking you to join me in keep-
ing Rising Stars alive and well during these hard eco-
nomic times.  We all need to unite together to ensure that 
our children’s tomorrow is a thousand times better than 
our today. Rising Stars  needs  your support to contin-
ue our mission of keeping the dreams of our youth alive!
                                          

         Yours in Faith,
                              Jason (Jay) Williams

“A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account was, the sort of house I lived in, 
or the kind of car I drove. But the world may be different because I was important in the life of a child.”         

Nancy Smith, Editor                                                                                         April 2009  Volume 1 Issue 1
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together to ensure 
that our children’s 
tomorrow is a thou-
sand times better than 
our today.”
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Your gifting dollars help Rising Stars achieve the following goals:

 To assist with practice facility rentals, permits for after school centers, tournament fees, uniforms and traveling
 To offset the cost of participation in Rising Stars athletic teams to those children of  low economic standing 

especially inner city students
 To assist students in securing financial support to attend private/parochial high school and college scholarships, self-help programs 

and tutoring assistance, and to hire additional educational staff, coaches and mentors

 2007-2008 financials show that 87% of each dollar received goes to student programming

The Lewis Hine Awards honor unheralded Americans and better-known leaders for their unique contributions to the essential job of 
helping children and youth move towards self-sufficient and satisfying adulthoods.  Rising Stars congratulates Mr. Tyrone Greene, one of 
the 2009 recipients of this prestigious award.  Previous honorees include Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Oprah Winfrey.

Dave Hauser has been part of Rising Stars for four years.  He became involved in the program when his son, Grant, joined the program.  
Mr. Hauser instantly saw the impact Rising Stars had on his son’s academic performance and athletic skills.  Rising Stars would like to thank 
Mr. Hauser for all of his efforts in helping to sponsor over thirty youth on Long Island in our Rising Stars’ basketball program.

Tommy Quinlan, CEO of R.J. Donnelly, is an incredible individual whose support has enabled Rising Stars to continue their work with 
youth in our program.  Rising Stars would like to thank Mr. Quinlan for his dedication and faith in our organization.

RISING STARS’ HEROS

HOW  YOUR GIFTING HELPS

WHAT’S NEW WITH JAY

Danny Gimpel, our National Operations Director, continues to work diligently with our scholarship and aid committee, The Student 
Sponsor Partners, and private high schools and colleges.  Mr. Gimpel’s mission is to provide as many youth as possible with the opportu-
nity to receive scholarships, financial aid, and college placement.  We are very proud to say that, as a result of everyone’s hard work, 2007-
2008 once again saw 100% of our seniors placed in colleges.

Colleges include:  Assumption, New York University, University of Maryland, Tufts, Yale, Emory, Bentley, Wesleyan, Johns Hopkins, and 
Seton Hall.

Currently, Rising Stars provides financial aid for 3 students to attend 4 years of private high school and has worked to place 3 additional 
children in high school with full 4 year scholarships with the help of  The Student Sponsor Partners Inc.  In the Spring of 2009, Rising 
Stars has also provided scholarships for 40 boys to participate on it’s traveling teams and attend camps.  Rising Stars has also committed to 
the addition of a new scholarship, to be awarded for an attendee to Long Island Lutheran in the fall of 2009.

FINANCIAL AID-SCHOLARSHIP-COLLEGE PLACEMENT

Rising Stars goal is to raise $250,000.00 by December 2009 so that the organization can stay alive, well, and continue providing for the 
needs of our youth. Every gifting dollar received brings us closer to that goal. We can’t do this without you!  Your tax deductible donations, 
made payable to Rising Stars, Inc., can be mailed directly to Mr. Paul Savramis, P.O. Box 1596, Flushing, NY  11354.

Jason (Jay) Williams, former Chicago Bulls, New Jersey Nets NBA player and Duke University 2 time All-American Player of the Year, was 
the former Chief Officer of Basketball Operations for Cerruzi Sports, NYC.  As of October 2008 he began his broadcasting career with 
ESPN1, ESPN2, ESPNU, and Sports Center as a College Sports Analyst. He is also the invited keynote speaker for various sports and phil-
anthropical organizations across the country.  In his spare time he counsels young athletes on making good life choices and enhancing their 
basketball skills through one-on-one training.  He works very closely with Paul Savramis and Danny Gimpel to make certain that Rising 
Stars is able to continue working with youth. 
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BBM (Blessed Beyond Measure) Basketball League of Harlem Faith Center: 
Pastor Eric Crumbley is the pastor of Harlem Faith Center a non-denominational Christian Church located in Harlem, New York.  In the 
fall of 2008 Pastor Crumbley secured enough resources to form BBM in an effort to reach boys and girls of all races, creeds, color and 
religion with the desired outcome of keeping youngsters involved in a structured activity that will ultimately help them enhance their own 
self esteem, improve their physical and mental health and ensure that they learn leadership and life skills. Rising Stars will begin train-
ing BBM’s board and staff in our organizational processes, assisting in sponsorship, training BBM staff in working with youth of this highly 
touted inner-city organization. Watch for the clinics where Jason Williams will be personally on site to instruct and sign autographs. For 
further information contact Pastor Crumbley at 516.884.2744.

SAT Tutoring Program: 
This program is being designed for Rising Stars sophomores and juniors who will be taking their SAT or ACT exams in 2009-2010. We 
are looking to secure a classroom at one of our satellite centers to conduct this special program on a weekly basis.  Interested students can 
contact Dan Gimpel or their team coach.  Our goal is to let this be a “free” program for Rising Star’s members.  If you have access to such 
a facility or are interested in working with this special group of youths, please contact Mr. Gimpel immediately at 917.202.2533!

PGAP (Parental Guidance and Assistance Program):  
This program will be headed up by Althea Bowman Williams, a New Jersey state certified teacher, guidance counselor and school admin-
istrator.  She will be available to Rising Stars’ parents to provide professional advice pertaining to youth development, problem solving, 
address parental child raising concerns, and a plethora of information concerning high school and post secondary financial resources and 
guidance.  Mrs. Bowman Williams is the mother of Jason (Jay) Williams.  Please contact her at 908.397.8405 for further information.

Rising Stars Cocktail Extravaganza
Watch for your invitation to arrive in the mail in the near future.  We will be hosting a Cocktail Party/Social at a premiere New York res-
taurant in August.  Details will be forthcoming soon.

Rising Stars Golf  Tournament
Keep it open!  End of September 2009 in Durham, North Carolina.  More information to follow in our summer newsletter.

ON THE HORIZON

Rising Stars had seven teams, grades 4-8 entered in 2007-2008 Winter Leagues.   Two teams were entered in 8th grade and played against 
each other for the Super League Championship at Island Garden, March 23, 2009.  Additionally, the 7th grade team won its division’s 
Super League Championship, and went undefeated in the Hoop Mountain Classic April 5-8, 2009.  Two 7th grade teams representing our 
Rockland Outreach Program were also in the Down State County Finals. One team, St. Patrick’s from Monroe Woodbury went on to win 
the overall New York State Championship.

Spring saw the start of the AAU with 20 teams entered.  The 16 and under team qualified once again to represent New  York at the AAU 
Nationals. Additional regionals will be held for National qualification through Memorial Day.

Call Danny Gimpel at 917.202.2533 for game dates and times and for information on joining a team.

GRASSROOT BASKETBALL FRONT

SO TELL US...
We hope you enjoyed our first issue of PRIORITIES. This newsletter is intended to serve as a forum for your news and to keep you in-
formed of our yearly activities. We want you to feel this is your newsletter and we encourage your feedback.  Email any thoughts or  
suggestions to Mr. Paul Savramis at risingstars55@optonline.net.
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 Visit us on the web at http://www.risingstarsinc.org 


